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INTRODUCTION
Urbis has been engaged by RWM Property to prepare 
a concept (layout and land use) for the Rosehill 
Lodge Precinct within it’s Rosehill Waters Estate, 
based on an agreed vision and principles.   

Urbis worked with the project team to explore 
potential design outcomes for the concept. Outcomes 
aligned with the agreed vision were subject to further 
exploration while inconsistent outcomes were set 
aside. The process of testing and measurement 
enabled a concept that is highly responsive to the 
agreed vision and its under-pinning principles. 

This document is therefore an important step on 
the pathway to a final plan that satisfies RWM 
Property’s strategic needs and objectives for the 
Rosehill Lodge Precinct and the wider Estate.

WHAT IS A VISION 
AND WHY HAVE ONE? 
A vision is a clear idea about purpose (a personality for 
place and a reason for being) around which design, decisions 
and outcomes can be based and measured. This is critical 
because knowing what one seeks to become brings order 
and clarity to design thinking and creates a clear framework 
around which investment can be prioritised and staged. 

WHAT ARE PRINCIPLES 
AND WHY HAVE THEM? 
Design principles are the link between the vision, the design 
responses of the concept plan and the implementation 
of the concept plan. They represent key design pillars 
that enable the vision – they break the vision down into 
small, clear goals and standards that can be practically 
reflected in design. If design achieves the principles then, 
by extension, the agreed vision will also be achieved. 

PROCESS 
This report has been informed by: 

 ▪ A review of background reports and information 
 ▪ Discussions with the client
 ▪ Investigation of opportunities and constraints 
 ▪ A Vision Workshop
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A Post Card from the Future

The development of the vision and principles was based on a variety of techniques. 

THE VISION WORKSHOP
A workshop was held on 27 October 2020 to identify a vision for the Precinct along with a range of 
design principles to guide a spatial layout and land uses. The following representatives attended 
the workshop, bringing together a range of backgrounds and expertise to the discussion.

So glad we settled here. The spirit of this 
place is secretative (my secret place). 
The parks have so much depth of colour, 
the trees are enormous giants but there 
are vibrant colour pops too. Everything 
grows well and changes through the 
seasons like a European painting. The 
backdrop is Australian. My grandkids 
love the sculptural playground and turns 
and winding paths to get lost amongst.

RWM Property

Tony Perrin 
Ryan Severn

Coterra

Rebecca Epworth

LD Total

Emily Parsons 
Gosia Maziarz 

Urbis

Sally Birkhead 
Stijn Le Large 
Peter Fitzgerald (Facilitator) 
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VISION AND  
PRINCIPLES  
The agreed vision and associated principles around 
which design can be framed are as follows:

THE VISION
Neighbouring our home, the Rosehill 
Lodge Precinct is a relaxed place to 

connect with local friends. It has a range 
of spaces, activities, and events to bring 

people together and make full use of 
the natural attributes of the historical 

setting throughout the year.

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

to the locality and 
with each other

CONNECT

PLACEPEACE

SPACEPROTECT

where I 
choose to go 

a settled 
landscape

diverse, flexible 
and comfortable 

respect old memories 
but create contemporary 

new ones 
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CONNECTED

The Rosehill Lodge Precinct is a local meeting place and 
new landmark location for Guildford. It enables connection 
between people through its activities and spaces, along 
with the physical and visual links between them. It is a 
highly pedestrianised Precinct where walking and cycling 
are prioritised over the car. This combines to promote 
a relaxed space for physical and mental well-being. 

The Precinct is a place to connect organically and informally 
with people (bumping into someone on a morning walk or at the 
café) or formally (meeting friends for a drink on the weekend) 
and even undertaking corporate/wedding functions & events. 
It allows people to connect inwardly through a diverse range of 
active, casual and secluded spaces in an open and bright setting.

"A LOCATION WITH ACCESS TO THE FORESHORE, 
WALKWAYS ETCHED IN HISTORICAL 
ALIGNMENT LINKING MATURE LANDMARK 
TREES AND OFFERING EXCELLENT VIEWS 
OVER THE FORESHORE TO THE RIVER."
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PLACE

The Precinct is the new cultural heart of South Guildford providing 
focal place to unite the old and new communities It is a community 
hub characterised by mature trees and spacious, beautiful gardens. 
It looks and feels like a major winery, but not in the Swan Valley strip. 
It is a place where people of all ages are welcome, stylish but earthy 
and not intimidating, and there is plenty to do no matter the time of year. 

The Precinct supports and reflects the people who reside in South 
Guildford, their  values and the local environment. This is particularly 
so in terms of nature and the site heritage, which are deliberately 
and seamlessly integrated in the Precinct. 

"THE SPACES HAVE SO MUCH DEPTH OF 
COLOUR, THE TREES ARE SIGNIFICANT AND 
VARIETY UNUSUAL BUT THERE ARE VIBRANT 
COLOUR POPS TOO. EVERYTHING CHANGES 
THROUGH THE SEASONS LIKE A PAINTING."
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SPACE

The Precinct includes a variety of areas to support a wide variety of 
interchangeable uses. These areas are carefully positioned to integrate 
but allow each to be unique and different – there is no place that is off 
limits, and a wedding reception might be underway in one location 
while kids kick balls around in other spaces within the Precinct. 

The spaces complement the natural, garden and heritage aspects of the 
wider Rosehill Waters Estate and ensure a seamless blend between both 
environments. The spaces are designed for life outdoors, providing for 
both summer and winter comfort and include a public communal meeting 
space under the old fig tree which lights up at night.  Pagodas, ponds, 
amphitheatres and passive outdoor sports like boules, chess tables and tai 
chi offer many experiences while the rolling hill to the foreshore provides 
a canvas of space for outdoor cinemas, concerts and entertainment. 

"SO MANY DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES FOR 
ALL AGE GROUPS TO ENJOY. THE GRANDKIDS 
LOVE THE SCULPTURAL PLAYGROUND."
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PROTECT

Because the Precinct offers variety and flexible spaces, 
it can adapt to changing trends and consumer needs over 
time. However, the factors that make it unique – its heritage, 
garden and natural setting – will remain constant.

They have been enjoyed by many generations in the past and lend an 
authenticity to the opportunity to create new ones for the future. 
Future generations will create and tell their own stories, ensuring the 
Precinct remains relevant over time. Careful design and curation mean that 
land use, landscape and form respond to setting not the other way round.

"MY FRIEND’S DAUGHTER 
HAD HER WEDDING PHOTOS HERE."
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PEACE

Residents and visitors can be themselves in the stylish and earthy 
Rosehill Lodge Precinct. The integration of water and mature trees 
creates a sanctuary-like feel. It is a place to settle in and dwell-a-while 
– its an easy decision to visit the Precinct and never a rush to leave.

There is a relaxed vibe - a great place to watch the sunset, play with the 
kids, get some fresh air or enjoy a casual meal. It reinforces the sense that 
the Estate is a place to step off from the stresses and strains of city life. 

"SO GLAD WE SETTLED HERE… 
THE SPIRIT OF THIS PLACE 
IS A WELL-KEPT SECRET."
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